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April 2008
SLADS is a USDF Charter Group Member Organization.  SLADS membership fees include USDF Group Membership.

President’s Message

Letter to the Members of SLADS

Hi Everyone!


Spring is here--I think.  If you consider monsoons, flooding, snow and gale force winds spring, I guess it's here!


We do have grass in the pasture, though, and the daffodils have bloomed.  Danny is shedding and I've washed the winter blankets and put them away.  Hopefully we'll have enough nice weather to get out and ride regularly before the June show.


In January, SLADS held its annual election and elected four new board members.  These new members came with enthusiasm for the club's future and excitement about trying new things.  As a result, we have 3 new committees and numerous new members on the standing committees.  


The Education committee is working hard to schedule schooling shows for this summer and clinics for the winter season; the Junior/Young Rider committee is planning special events for the younger set to get them more excited about our club and our shows; the Judges' Criteria committee is putting together a template for the board and show manager to use when selecting judges for our shows; the Awards committee has new members who are trying to streamline our awards regulations and prepare new categories for our members; the By-Laws committee is looking for ways to enhance the current by-laws and perhaps add to them as our sport grows.


These committees are enthusiastic and have been drawn from the membership to get more and more of the members of SLADS involved in setting the direction of the club.  We invite you as a member to look at these committees and see if there's some place you want to work to help the club.  Without your input and participation, the club becomes stagnant and works for the interest of just the few people who attend meetings.  Please take ownership of SLADS--it's your club!  The board of directors is mandated to handle the day to day workings of the club and to oversee the management of shows and assets.  However, the mission of the club and the future of dressage in our area rest in the hands of the membership.  If you feel you don't have time to serve on committees or to volunteer at shows, please communicate with the board and let them know when you think something needs to change or if you have ideas you want to share.  


The June show is right around the corner.  We need volunteers to make the show successful and enjoyable for the exhibitors.  Please contact Ann Benson or Paula Seward to see where you can help out at the show.  They will be happy to work around your ride times if you're showing.


So, the sun is shining, it's 70 degrees (the wind is blowing at 35 mph) and I think I'll go ride!  See you soon and keep on riding.



Judy Simms, Acting President

In this issue…

· President’s Message

· Presidential Ballot

· Meeting Minutes

· Letters to the Editor

· Committee Updates

· 2008 Calendar of Events including SLADS meeting dates for the entire year.

· USDF Revised Performance Standard

· Membership Form

Newsletter Deadlines


Paid Advertising -  5th of the Month


Meeting Minutes & any other information for the current month:  48 hours after meeting


Publishing Date:  20th of the month.

Newsletter Advertising Rates

· Full page
$30

· Half page
$18

· Quarter page
$10

· Business Card
$5

Ads must be prepaid to appear in the newsletter.

2008 SLADS Meeting Schedule

SLADS monthly membership & board meetings are held at the Old Pond School House in Wildwood, MO on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 6pm.  The exception will be October when the meeting will be the 1st Wednesday of the month so as not to conflict with SLADS Fall Classic.

2008 Meeting dates:


May 14
June 11


Jul 9

Aug 13


Sep 10
Oct 1


Nov 12
Dec 10

The Old Pond School House is located on Old Manchester Road one block west of the intersection with Hwy 109.  It is the first drive on the right going west on Old Manchester Road and has a brick wall on the west side of the drive.

SLADS Officers & Board

President:  Judy Simms [acting]

Vice Pres.:  Sandra Lewis


573-631-0289
Sandi@SLADS.org

Treasurer:  Ann Benson


573-764-4863
bensonas@SLU.edu

Secretary:  Paula Sewell


636-273-4491
Paula@SLADS.org

Board Members:

Education Committee


Jill Bybee
Jill@SLADS.org

Peg O’Meara - chair

Judges Criteria Committee


Michele Inman
Michele@SLADS.org

Young Rider Committee


Lisa Marston
Lisa@SLADS.org

Awards Committee


Gail Pfleger
Gail@SLADS.org

By-Laws Committee


Judy Simms
Judy@SLADS.org

Membership & Awards Chair:


Dawn White
Dawn@SLADS.org
Newsletter Editor:


Gerri Muldrow
Nightwnd@fidnet. com

2008 Calendar of Events

May 3-4  Wolfgang Scherezer Dressage Clinic @ Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO  www.HamiltonStables.net, auditors welcome, stabling limited. Contact Julie Snitzer 314-704-7441 or julia.snitzer@us.pwc.com.

May 17  Brier Bank Farm Spring Dressage Schooling Show.  Lisa Holderle, L, LEDA/SLADS recognized.  David & Gay Anderson 618-887-4439.  info@brierbankfarm.com.

May31-June1  Wolfgang Scherezer Dressage Clinic @ Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO  www.HamiltonStables.net, auditors welcome, stabling limited. Contact Julie Snitzer 314-704-7441 or julia.snitzer@us.pwc.com.

June 6-8  SLADS Summer Festival I & II, NEC, Lake St. Louis, MO.  Sandi Lewis, manager.  Sandi@SLADS.org

July 5-6  Wolfgang Scherezer Dressage Clinic @ Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO  www.HamiltonStables.net, auditors welcome, stabling limited. Contact Julie Snitzer 314-704-7441 or julia.snitzer@us.pwc.com.

August 9-10  Wolfgang Scherezer Dressage Clinic @ Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO  www.HamiltonStables.net, auditors welcome, stabling limited. Contact Julie Snitzer 314-704-7441 or julia.snitzer@us.pwc.com.

September 6-7  Wolfgang Scherezer Dressage Clinic @ Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO  www.HamiltonStables.net, auditors welcome, stabling limited. Contact Julie Snitzer 314-704-7441 or julia.snitzer@us.pwc.com.

October 4-5  Wolfgang Scherezer Dressage Clinic @ Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO  www.HamiltonStables.net, auditors welcome, stabling limited. Contact Julie Snitzer 314-704-7441 or julia.snitzer@us.pwc.com.

October 11-12  SLADS Fall Classic, NEC, Lake St. Louis, MO  Sandi Lewis, manager.  Sandi@SLADS.org

November 1-2  Wolfgang Scherezer Dressage Clinic @ Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO  www.HamiltonStables.net, auditors welcome, stabling limited. Contact Julie Snitzer 314-704-7441 or julia.snitzer@us.pwc.com.

December 6-7  Wolfgang Scherezer Dressage Clinic @ Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO  www.HamiltonStables.net, auditors welcome, stabling limited. Contact Julie Snitzer 314-704-7441 or julia.snitzer@us.pwc.com.

USDF News

The revised Performance Standard proposal is included in this issue.  Please be sure to go to the USEF website and take the survey to provide your feedback.  The survey needs to be completed by June 15th.  All USEF & USDF members are allowed to submit a survey.  If you have trouble with the survey or have comments that are not addressed on the survey contact Jennifer Keeler at USEF:  jkeeler@usef.org. 

Calling all Volunteers

Ann Benson and Paula Sewell will be sharing the role of Volunteer Coordinator at the June Show.  Please contact one of them to volunteer your services.

Committees

Awards Committee Update:

Young Rider Committee Update:


The Board approved our Short Term Goals so we can proceed with planning the Junior Web Page, the Chocolate Fountain Social, games and goodies bags for the June Show as well as a Jr. logo/t-shirt/etc.  Please contact Lisa to join in the fun!

SLADS JR/YR COMMITTEE MEETING SUGGESTIONS

Meeting Place


Can we reserve a tack stall for the Jr’s to meet in.  Fill it with chairs and a couple little tables and cleaning supplies.  It would be a place to meet, clean tack and get to know each other.  It was suggested that the meeting place be called “X”.  ……C U @ X!

Games


Three games in this order:  Simon Says, Egg & Spoon, Ride a Buck.  RAB will be ridden without saddles, so it should go last.  We will put an add in the goodie backs as well as in the newsletter/website.  Sign up could be in the Jr. Tack Stall – “X”.  We need to make up numbers on SLADS blue paper.  Need  hole reinforcements and string.  Need to arrange to use the PA system.  Christy to direct


Can we find a photographer to take photos.  Suggestion Dave Endebrock (his wife rides with our barn and he is a great guy and Photographer.  If Stacey goes to the show, I am sure that he will do it.


We need to get eggs.  Christy thinks that they will have to be real eggs – plastic eggs won’t balance.  Should we dye them blue?  We need plastic spoons.  Mounting block.  Music?


Prizes – how about we make up little baskets with grooming supplies.  Maybe we can get the tack truck or HOC to donate items.  RAB wins all the $’s.

Goodie Bags


Put up Wednesday night with the stall cards or at least before the doors open on Thursday.  We will need to get a count from the Show Secretary.  Should we make up a couple of extras?  Our barn is putting up stall cards, so I think that Amy and Spencer can put them up at the same time.  Suggested contents:


Carrot with top (attached to outside of bag with a cute ribbon)


Peppermints and other hard candy


Laminated Emergency contact cards (personalized) and or laminated luggage type tags


Lapel pins made of SLADS blue ribbon mounted on cardboard (also to be sold during the show)


Beaded bracelets


Braiding comb/rubberbands in little bags


Hoof picks


Invitation to Chocolate Fountain Social


Word search and coloring pages with a few crayons


Invitation to games

Chocolate Fountain Social


Put notices up at NEC.  We need some kind of a  banner so people know what it is all about.  Get little plates and a table cloth (plastic), Toothpicks, Milk Chocolate – not white or colored chocolate.


Items to dip:  Strawberries, Blackberries, Marshmallows. Gummi worms, Pound cake, Pretzels, Vanilla wafers.  Where to locate?  Task stall or in the NEC luncheon area?  Who can man it?  (Amy is not showing on Friday)

Logo


Everyone seems to like the idea of a slight variation on the existing SLADS logo – just the addition of “Jr/Young Rider” in some format.  We need to get this finalized pretty quickly.

T-shirts


Short sleeved for the June Show.  If we redo in October, go to long sleeves.  How about polos for Schooling Shows?  Color – SLADS blue.  How much to sell for – cost plus a couple of bucks.  Put a small SLADS jr logo print on the side chest.  Have a cute saying written across the back.  The girls are looking for sayings…  “C U @ X”, “Feeling down?  Saddle up!”, “He knows when you’re happy, He knows when you’re comfortable, He knows when you’re confident, He ALWAYS knows when you have carrots!  Please email other cute quotes that you come across.  Should the quote be dressage specific?

Fundraising


Sell t-shirts and lapel pins at the show

Sell at a central location during lunch and after the show each day.  Could we put an order box in “X”.  People can leave $’s in an envelope with their name and stall #.  Item would be delivered.

Website


We all decided to volunteer Leslie for this because she has hip and elegant thoughts (ha ha).  Hopefully, Sandi Lewis will train us to keep up our page ourselves.  I will try to tie Sandi down at the next SLADS meeting or Leslie, you can contact her also.

General


Can we search around for sponsors – Tack Trunk, Golden horseshoe, etc.  

We need to finalize next meeting date and time to put stuff together for the show.  Depending upon ride times and commitments, maybe we can recruit a couple of parents/volunteers.

Education Committee Update:

Members:  Jill Bybee, Peg O’Meara, Natalie Hammond, Gail Pfleger, &Judy Simms.

SLADS  Schooling Shows at the National Equestrian Center


Dates:  July 19-20, Aug. 30-31(tentative), Oct.25-26(tentative)

Judges:  TBA


Come and enjoy a casual atmosphere at these schooling shows.  It will be a great opportunity to become comfortable with showing for both rider and horse.  Or, maybe you want to try that test at the next level.  We have reserved Arena B so the show will be indoors and out of the summer sun and inclement weather.  Every attempt is being made to keep these shows affordable.


Lots of opportunities for volunteering.  Learn the ropes of show management.  Learn a volunteer job such as scribing that you may be reluctant to try at a recognized show.  Job descriptions for all volunteer positions will be posted on the SLADS website in the near future.  Contact Peg O'Meara (SLADS Education Committee Chair) for information--636-398-4855.  Please support the show!

Amended Meeting Minutes - March 2008


[ed.  The wrong minutes were sent to me.  I was told that the correct set would be forwarded to me.  No March minutes have arrived.]

Meeting Minutes - April 2008


Draft minutes from the April meeting can be found on the SLADS website.  Only  approved minutes will be printed in the newsletter.

Letter to the Editor

Letter to the membership

Here I go again writing to my fellow SLADS members.  With the club now following Robert’s Rule of Order, the minutes are in a much different format, which is the protocol when you use RROO.  Unfortunately, it does not give people who do not attend the meeting a real feel for what goes on at the meetings.  So basically I am trying to report what happened on the different topics that were discussed at the meeting, so members can understand the minutes of the meeting better..


Presidential Election


There was a lengthy conversation centered on the election of a new president due to the resignation of Colleen Murphy.  The board felt it was best to fill the position as quickly as possible within the limits of the by-laws and RROO.  The membership that attended the meeting felt it was better to wait an additional month, so the membership was informed as to what was happening with the presidency.  Some members had no knowledge of Colleen’s resignation until they received an email ballot or the newsletter with Colleen’s resignation letter regarding this.  Also a second candidate came forward at the end to run for the position.  So it was decided in all fairness to the membership, that a special edition of the newsletter go out with both candidate’s bio and information that if you also wanted to run, you could still get you name on the ballot in the regular monthly newsletter.  By having everyone’s name on the ballet, the membership will be able to vote with full knowledge of who is running.  The same issue can come up at the next meeting with someone nominating a new candidate from the floor, but with the extra time being given, the board and the membership felt that if anyone else wanted to run for the position, that they would be coming forward and their name would appear on the ballot.  So the lesson learned from all of this, is that you can make a difference by coming to the meetings.


Newsletter


The publication of the letter I wrote in last month’s newsletter came up at the meeting.  Some people were offended by what was in it.  I stand behind what I said in that letter.  I suggested at the meeting that if anyone was offended it was also their right, to write a letter to dispute what I said.  Editorial comments / columns are in almost any newspaper that you pick up.  I am a member of this organization and I have every right to have my voice heard.  You are a member of this organization and you have every right for your voice to be heard.  Again, don’t stand by the sidelines and complain, get in there and let your voice be heard, if you think my statements / opinions are incorrect.  The decision of the board on this matter was to form a newsletter committee to proof the newsletter before it is published.  No one was placed on the committee, but I will send this letter / editorial comment / report to the acting president, Judy Simms for approval for publication in the newsletter. I am trying to abide by the boards wishes, but I feel the membership need to know, that anything that is published in the newsletter from here on out has to be “vetted”.

Meet Treasurer - Ann Benson


I have been involved with SLADS for about 7 years.  I started out helping in the scoring office at the shows and in 2002 was asked to be the head scorer.  In 2004 I was asked to run for Treasurer and have been SLADS treasurer ever since.  I continued being head scorer until 2007 when I tried my hand at volunteer coordinator.


I am very proud to be a member of SLADS and have great respect for all of the members.  Our members our great people, they really know how to make a person feel at home.  One of my favorite memories is how the members made me feel like I was part of their family.  They always took the time to share information on dressage, their horses and themselves with me.


We live on a little farm in Gerald, Mo called Fox Run Farm, were we keep our 4 horses.  Three of them were adopted from Longmeadow Rescue Ranch.  The youngest, Lakota, is going to begin dressage training this summer.  Hopefully, my niece Jenny will be riding him at the schooling shows next year.  I ride western pleasure and trail.

SLADS Ballot

The office of President of SLADS is open due to the resignation of Colleen Murphy.  Please vote for the candidate of your choice.  One vote per member please.  Family memberships--each family member gets one vote.  You may cast your ballot by email to judy@SLADS.org, USPS or you may vote at the next general membership meeting on May 14,2008.

President (completion of 2-year term)

Kate Walter









Mari Jebens









_________________________________________




 (write in candidate here)

Voting Member(s) Signature (Required for ballot to be processed)

_________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Ballots must be received via mail or email by May 13, 2008; if you wish to vote at the May 14 general membership meeting, please print out this ballot and bring it with you.
St. Louis Area Dressage Society

Forwarding & Address Correction Requested

Gerri Muldrow

Night Wind Farm

5855 Highway ZZ

Gerald, MO 63037
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