Responsibilities of Competition Management and Officials for Dressage Protective Headgear Rules Enforcement
Effective March 1, 2011, for dressage: Anyone mounted on a horse must wear protective headgear except those riders age 18 and over while on horses that are competing only in FEI levels and tests at the Prix St. Georges level and above (including FEI Young Rider Tests, the USEF Developing Prix St. Georges Test and the USEF Brentina Cup Test). [Please refer to the attached document  entitled “Protective Headgear Rules for Dressage for a detailed explanation of these rule changes.] 
The changes to DR 120.5 details the new headgear requirement and emphasizes that it applies at any time when mounted on the competition grounds. It further requires that,  “Any rider violating this rule at any time must immediately be prohibited from further riding until such headgear is properly in place. Any other exhibitor may wear protective headgear at any level of competition without penalty from the judge. Protective headgear is defined as a riding helmet which meets or exceeds ASTM (American Society for Testing and Materials)/SEI (Safety Equipment Institute) standards for equestrian use and carries the SEI tag. The harness must be secured and properly fitted….”
The USEF Executive Committee recently passed another rule change, also effective on March 1, 2011, to clearly provide an enforcement mechanism for violations of new protective headgear rules for dressage. This change, to DR124, reads as follows:

DR124 Elimination.

1. Horse and rider combinations shall be eliminated from the competition (for .a, .f and .i, below) or from the current or next class depending on which is closest to the time the incident occurred (for all others), under the following circumstances:

b. Dress code violations inside the competition ring at the discretion of the Ground Jury, except elimination is mandatory for failure to wear properly secured protective headgear when required. (DR120);

2. Except as noted  below, only the officiating Jury may eliminate a competitor for a rule violation listed under DR120 or DR122, only from the test in question, and (except for late entry into the arena) only after the competitor has entered the arena. Members of the Ground Jury have no authority to eliminate under any other circumstances, except during a test, for use of illegal equipment, non-compliance with protective headgear rules, not wearing a number, cruelty and abuse or leaving the arena without the judges’ permission. Authority for rule enforcement outside the competition ring rests solely with the Show Committee (see General Rules, GR1217). Competition Management/Show Committee has the authority to eliminate for use of illegal equipment or violations of protective headgear rules during a test that are discovered after the competitor has left the arena. Competition Management also has the authority to eliminate entries and/or remove individuals from the competition grounds for violations of protective headgear rules as described in DR120 and GR801. 

GR801.2 states: “A Show Committee must bar riders without protective headgear from entering the ring for classes in which protective headgear is required.”  GR801 also supports compliance with the statement  “Any rider violating this rule at any time must immediately be prohibited from further riding until such headgear is properly in place.”
 

GR801.6 further supports DR120.5 and specifies that “....It is the responsibility of the rider, or the parent or guardian or trainer of the junior exhibitor to see to it that the headgear worn complies with appropriate safety standards for protective headgear intended for equestrian use, and is properly fitted and in good condition, and the Federation, Show Committee, and Licensed Officials are not responsible for checking headgear worn for such compliance.”
If management or officials are aware that a rider who is required under DR120 to wear protective headgear is obviously not in compliance (e.g., no headgear in warmup, top hat in warmup, helmet without harness, unhooked chinstrap, changing to top hat for the test), management or the judge must eliminate from the appropriate test. 

 

Clearly, management and officials are NOT required to inspect headgear, but are required to enforce obvious violations of the rule such as NOT wearing protective headgear when required, NOT allowing a rider to compete who is obviously not in compliance, NOT allowing a rider in warmup or competition who is not in compliance. If the judge has questions about headgear compliance for any rider, he/she can ask the TD to investigate. Under no circumstances, is it up to management or officials, including TDs, to inspect the actual item of headgear for ASTM/SEI compliance, or to determine if headgear is properly fitted on the rider. However, if a rider, who is required under DR120 to wear protective headgear, tells the TD or officials that his/her helmet is NOT ASTM/SEI approved, the individual must not be allowed to ride. 
 
Otherwise, the new protective headgear rules are like any other rules: Management is responsible for enforcing rules outside the ring and judges inside the ring. The TD is responsible for insisting on enforcement and filing charges for non-compliance. Non-competitors can be asked to leave the grounds and competitors can be eliminated, and removed from the grounds if necessary. Warning cards may be used for minor issues of non-compliance; for example, if a rider mounts without a helmet and immediately dismounts at the request of ring stewards until protective headgear is in place and properly secured before remounting.
