Courtesy:

· Preparation is the name of the game in dressage competition.  Both horse and rider must be prepared physical and mentally, for the test ahead.

· Please be especially courteous to all show volunteers – they often work very long hours so that you can show.  “Thank you,” is always welcome.

Competition:

· Write emergency phone numbers and where you are staying on the stall card posted on your stall.  Security cannot call you if there is a problem without a number.

· The tentative time schedule you were sent in the mail is always subject to change?  Always verify your rides, classes, ring and times at the show.  Sometimes changes must be made after the preliminary schedule is set.

· Double check all ride times carefully and notify the competition secretary immediately of any scheduling problems or conflicts.

· Set your watch to the official time.

· The bridle number must be on the horse whenever it is out of its stall.

· Measure your whip before you mount your horse at the competition.

· Every horse/rider will be “bit checked” after every ride.  Please exit the arena and proceed directly to your ring steward to facilitate this process.

· It is inappropriate (and unsafe) to cross-tie in an aisle and obstruct traffic.  Use your stall for braiding and grooming.

· The warm up arena is primarily for the use of competitors priority should be given to the upcoming test.

· Lunge only in designated areas.

· NO SMOKING in the barn----ever.

· NO LOOSE DOGS on the grounds.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:

· At the Great American/USDF Regional Championship competitions:  Only the rider entered on the horse in the championships may ride that horse throughout the course of the entire competition (even after the completion of its championship classes).  Horses entered in the championships at two levels; must be ridden by only one rider.  The only exception is that a groom may ride the horse at a walk on a loose rein.  Failure to comply with this rule will result in elimination from all championship classes.

· Riders placing in Great American/USDF Regional Championship classes must be present, mounted and in full riding attire for award ceremonies. (competitors may decline to participate in the victory gallop).  Failure, without proper permission of the USDF representative & competition manager, to be present and properly attired, will eliminate the competitor and competitor with the next highest score will move up in placing.

· Whips may not be carried in championship tests.  (The ring stewards are not allowed to tell, or remind the competitors to drop the whip.)

· All championship tests must be ridden from memory.

· The gate must be closed for every championship ride.

· Be sure to be ready to participate in the Awards ceremonies if you are one placing below the Championship awards… if someone doesn’t show up YOU will move up!

