Rules of the Ride!

Comments from judges and volunteers at the last couple of shows indicate that some Competitors lack a basic understanding of Dressage Etiquette <sigh>.

Before Mounting

· Have your whip measured to be sure it is legal (once you are mounted you are subject to elimination).  Whip measuring is available by all of the ring stewards and at the show office.

· If you are riding more than one horse be sure to have the right number on the correct horse.

· If more than one rider is riding the same horse be sure the horse/rider combination bridle number is correct.

Warm-Up

· Check in with the ring steward when you arrive at the warm-up.

· Don’t interrupt if the ring steward is busy with another competitor or on the radio.

· Let the ring steward know if you are willing to ride prior to your scheduled time (assuming there might be spaces from scratches) this moves the show along at a faster clip when we can fill these “dead” spaces.

· Know who you follow and be ready when your time comes.

· The ring steward is a volunteer who has sacrificed his/her time to work at the show for you.  Saying “Thank You” goes a long way.

· Adhere to the rules of arena riding in the warm-up (to avoid wrecks and/or wrecked nerves):

· When traveling in opposite directions, if at all possible, pass other riders left shoulder to left shoulder or call for the rail.

· The rider at the faster pace has the right of way.

· When walking stay to the inside of the path of others and watch where they might be going so you can avoid crossing their path.  If possible move to a less crowded location to continue your walk.

· Keep away from the competition arenas during your warm-up – sometimes there isn’t a fence to keep the 20m boundary.  Since we all ride those 20m circles you should know how far away to stay.  Encroaching can distract the rider in the ring and is poor sportsmanship.

Competition Arena

· A professional appearance and attitude present a finished product.  Keep long hair tidy.  A pleasant picture is a positive influence on the judge before you start your test.

· Greet the scribe & judge when you go by the judge’s stand.  State your number and say “Good Morning/Afternoon, etc.”.

· Courteously answer any questions asked by the judge and scribe – they need to be clear on who is riding each test.

· If you are riding out of order or filing a scratch be sure the judge and scribe are aware of this critical information.

· When the judge blows the whistle or rings the bell – indicate that you heard it!  (This was a biggie with the judges).  Wave your hand or turn and nod make a clear gesture that you heard them.

· If you wish to scratch in the middle of a test – go to C and request to scratch – it is the judge’s decision to accept or deny your request.

· If the judge interrupts your test for an error and gives you instruction – ride up near C where you can hear what is said – then follow the instructions to resume your ride.  If you understand the error and don’t need to ride back to C make sure to clearly acknowledge that you understand the directions.

· Readers should start the test with the rider and wait for the judge’s instructions if the rider goes off-course.  Remember each movement in the test can only be read ONCE!

· When there is more than one judge – the rider is only required to salute the judge at C, but saluting all of the judges is the polite thing to do.  That said, if your horse is the fidgety type don’t ruin your halt in an attempt to salute two judges when saluting one is all that is required and will save your score.

· After your final halt, let your horse walk to C, Thank the judge, then turn and walk out of the arena.

Show Office

· Scratches must be made to the show secretary – not to the ring stewards.

