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Dear SLADS Members!

So far, 2008 has been one heck of a year for the St. Louis region! Massive floods, the sale of our very own Anheuser-Busch to an overseas corporation and our Cardinals are trailing the Cubs. A crazy time!

SLADS has gone through our own little crazy time this year. The election of a new President! Finding out our corporate status was administratively dissolved by the state in 1999!!! Being noncompliant with the USDF!! Having new show management! These are all major changes that greatly affect our purpose of fostering an interest in, and greater understanding of, dressage.  

What seems to be an even greater upheaval to SLADS was the effort to initiate more effective membership meetings by implementing Robert’s Rules of Order.  Unfortunately this was seen by some as a way to silence the general membership in attendance. In fact it is just a procedural guideline; a method by which we can have more productive meetings. These “rules” ensure all of those in attendance have the opportunity to voice their opinions without interruption, to submit their comments in an orderly manner and most importantly to be clear and concise on the issues being voted upon.  I have been told multiple times over the last few months that the level of acrimony has lessened, the number of issues that we cover has increased and the meetings are not as long.  I think that speaks volumes!

One significant change that Robert’s Rules of Order imposes is that of the quorum. Unfortunately, our by-laws only address the quorum issue with regard to the Board of Directors. Equally unfortunate, the general membership 

attendance at these meetings is poor.  I am sure that I can count on one hand the number of members in attendance from meeting to meeting. This is out of 130 members…the 3rd largest GMO in our region! Due to this, the board is the only body that votes after a motion is presented, seconded and discussed by all. With the meager attendance of the membership and the vital issues I stated in my second paragraph needing to be resolved without hesitation, we could not in good faith wait for a quorum of the general membership to decide a course and take action.

This is not the way the board would prefer it. We would much prefer a quorum of the membership present so that we the board can benefit from your experience and knowledge and so that you too can cast your vote. Fully aware of this and wanting to take immediate action, the By-Laws Committee recommended and the board approved the inclusion of a new section in our by-laws that will require only 10% of our total membership attend the meetings to make a quorum. That is only 13 general members, not including the members of the board.

It is my greatest hope that all of the above news will motivate you to attend our general membership meetings. Many exciting things are taking place and 2009 is going to be a banner year for SLADS. The board wants you to be a part of everything we do and feels strongly that we, as an organization, can only benefit from your input.

Sincerely,

Kate

PS Our corporate status has been renewed and we are working closely with USDF to mend fences and become a superior…up to date…. GMO!

Off to the Clinic

That’s a phrase we hear a lot during the summer.  We’re off to clinic with…..whomever.  What does that mean?  Is clinic a noun or a verb?  Is it a doctor’s office?  What’s what?

In the simplest terms, a clinic is a riding lesson.  A hosting organization, like SLADS, hires someone to come to town and give riding lessons for from one-three days.  The person hired can be a professional trainer, rider, judge, etc.  He(she) can be well-known locally or regionally or worldwide.  

Most clinics invite auditors—people who come to watch and learn but not ride.  These folks pay considerably less than the riders.  Many people new to the sport or beginner riders find they can learn an enormous amount by watching others ride and listening to the comments of the clinician.  They can then take what they learned home and practice.  

Many SLADS members participate in clinics.  We had an article by Peg O’Meara last month about her experience at a Steffen Peters clinic in Kansas City.  Diane Toeniskoetter is riding in a clinic this month taught by a Bereiter from the Spanish Riding School.  And, the author will be riding with Gerhard Politz who travels to Springfield, Ill several times each year.  Diane will be writing an article about her experience at the clinic in mid-July.  

Costs for riding in clinics are usually dependant on how much the clinician charges the hosting organization.  International judges, Olympic riders, etc. can charge as much as $3,000 a day.  This cost is usually split between the riders in the clinic.  Some clinicians will only teach 8 riders a day—some l0 riders a day.  The clinician’s fee is divided by the number of riders—l0 riders a day  will pay $300 each for their 45 minute lesson.  Other clinicians charge less so the cost per rider is less.  It is good to remember, however, that the cost of the ride does not determine how much you can learn in your lesson.  Yes, it’s wonderful to be in the presence of a world-renowned professional—but, could you learn just as much from a great, regional trainer?  Remember dressage is about training—training is about learning.  There is always something more to learn in our sport—whoever is doing the teaching.

So, a clinic is a riding lesson given by a dressage professional to a group of riders usually in front of an audience.  A good question to answer is “what do we wear—how do we prepare our horse?”  Remember that when you show, you are respecting the judge by the quality of your turnout.  The same goes for the clinic.  This is a person to whom you give respect.  You turn your horse out as if you were showing—pull his mane, bath him, in some instances, braid him.  Clean your tack until it’s spotless—bring cleaning equipment so you can clean up after each ride.  Bring plenty of clean saddle pads.  

Your turnout is important, too.  You won’t wear whites but very nice schooling breeches.  In the summer a polo shirt with a collar and sleeves—in winter, a turtleneck or close-fitting sweater (so that the teacher can see your back).  Polish your boots, wear good riding gloves and have your helmet available.  You will also want to have spurs available and a whip—making sure they are regulation the same as you would for a show.  You will probably want to wrap your horse’s legs as you will be working him hard.  Be sure your leg wraps are clean and either black or white.  Lots of us like the fun colors, but most clinicians want to see the horse in sedate, traditional colors.  It is also a good idea to bring lunge line, lunge whip, side reins in case the instructor wants to see you warm up your horse or give a lunging lesson.    

Some words of wisdom from someone who learned by trial and error; do some reading before you go.  Make sure you understand some of the terminology that will be used in your lesson, i.e., change rein out of the circle, change rein through the circle, do a volte in the corner, etc.  Before it’s your turn to ride, warm up your horse.  Don’t waste l0-l5 minutes of your lesson in warm-up.  Most places have an area where you can lunge and ride prior to your lesson.  

When you sign up, be sure you say what level you are riding—at a clinic several years ago, the rider said she was riding 3rd level but when the clinician asked her for a leg yield, she didn’t know how to do it.  Then 15 minutes of the lesson were given over to teaching a leg yield.  Most clinicians assume the rider understands basic terminology and that they understand how to do the movements in the level they are showing.  You are going there to learn—so if you are asked to do a trot lengthening and you have been having difficulty with that, say so.  The instructor will spend time helping you master that movement.  Many times, however, a clinician will see a problem with the rider’s position or his tack or something and spend time correcting that before moving on to something else.

This summer SLADS is hosting a clinic at Royal Oaks in Foristell.  Please take the time to come out and either ride or audit.  This is a perfect opportunity to find out what clinics are all about.  There are other clinics being given in the Mo/Ill/Ks area.  Sign up and audit—you’ll have fun and learn lots.  See you there!

ATTENTION—ATTENTION—ATTENTION!!

The October show is coming up and two positions need to be filled—Volunteer Coordinator and Head Scorer.  Both of these are paid positions.  For more information, contact Sandi Lewis, Sandi@slads.org.

SIGN UP NOW FOR THE SLADS CLINIC

Don’t forget the SLADS clinic with Kathryn

Fleming-Kuhn.  The clinic is scheduled for the weekend of September 27 & 28 at Royal Oaks Equestrian in Foristell.  Kate is a USDF certified instructor through Fourth Level.  She has her Bronze, Silver and Gold USDF rider medals and has competed in the Young Rider program winning team Silver.  Don’t miss this chance to ride with an outstanding clinician—close to home and affordable.  For information contact Judy@SLADS.org.  Send in your entry today!!

Hey Juniors!!  Get your SLADS Junior/Young Rider Tee shirt today.  They’re only $15 and are really great.  Contact Lisa@slads.org for more information.
Congratulations Amy!!

Congratulations to Amy Hacker.  Amy was named to the Region 4 Junior Rider Team.  Amy began the qualification process in Florida in February at Dressage at Canterbury.  To qualify, riders must be under the age of 18, and obtain 3 qualifying scores of 62% or higher on the FEI Junior team and individual tests and one qualifying score of 62% or higher on the FEI Junior freestyle test.  Amy and Discoverer, her Mecklenburg gelding, will travel to Parker, Colorado later this month to compete at the North American Junior and Young Riders' Championship.   Amy rides at Lake St. Louis Stables and trains under Debbie Hubbard.

Coming soon…………a Junior/Young Rider Web Page

The Jr/YR Committee is pleased to announce that they will be adding a web page to the SLADS website dedicated to Junior Members.  They hope that it will be fun and informative and they NEED YOUR INPUT!  The page will include a Photo Gallery, Profiles on Junior SLADS members and an Advice Column where you can send your questions or comments.

If you have some photos that you would like to feature in the Photo Gallery, please send them to Lisa@slads.org.  They can be shots of you, your horse, you and your horse, photos from recent shows, embarrassing shots of your trainer, whatever!  Captions are welcome.

In the near future, junior members will be receiving a Profile Questionnaire.  We hope that you will share a bit about yourself and your riding background with other juniors.

The Junior Young Rider Committee is always looking for new members.  If interested, contact Lisa Marston at Lisa@slads.org.




The Awards Committee has been meeting and working very hard to establish criteria for show championships at the SLADS shows.  The preceding page shows the championships awarded for the June show using the following criteria:
SLADS RECOGNIZED SHOW CHAMPIONSHIP AWARDS

1.   Championship Awards.  A Champion and Reserve will be designated at Training through Fourth 
      levels, FEI levels combined, and Freestyle levels combined.  

      1.1.   A minimum of three riders must compete at a level, or combined levels for FEI and 
         Freestyle, (regardless of division – Open, Adult Amateur, or Junior/Young Rider) before 
         championship awards will be presented. 

      1.2.   Riders will compete for Champion/Reserve without regard to division (Open, AA, or Jr/YR). 

2.   Training through Fourth Level Champion/Reserve will be determined by averaging all scores for 
      a horse/rider at a level.   At least one score must be from the highest test of the level.  The 
      average of all the scores for a horse/rider must be 60% or higher.

      2.1.   For the June shows combined, the horse/rider must have a minimum of three scores at 
               the same level for Training through Third level—only two scores for Fourth. 

      2.2.   For the October show, the horse/rider must have a minimum of two scores at the same 
               level for Training through Third—only one score for Fourth.  

3.   FEI Champion/Reserve will be determined by averaging all scores for a horse/rider from PSG, 
      I1, I2 and GP tests combined.  FEI Young Horse tests will not count towards the FEI  Champion/                                                 .     Reserve.  The average of all the scores for a horse/rider must be 60% or higher.

      3.1.   For the June shows combined, the horse/rider must have a minimum of two scores. 

      3.2.   For the October show, the horse/rider must have a minimum of one score.

4.   Freestyle Champion/Reserve will be determined by averaging all scores for a horse/rider from 
      USDF 1st-4th Freestyles and FEI Freestyles (I1, GP) combined.   The average of all scores                          

      for a horse/rider must be 65% or higher.

      4.1.   For the June shows combined, the horse/rider must have a minimum of two scores. 

      4.2.   For the October show, the horse/rider must have a minimum of one score.


Amendments to SLADS By-Laws

ARTICLE IV  Section 3

Remove paragraph pertaining to General Membership Meetings.  Move this paragraph to New Section 5.

Section 5
General Membership Meetings:  At a general membership meeting, a quorum of the membership must be present.  A quorum of the membership shall be defined as ten percent (10%) of the current voting members, in addition to the Board of Directors (10% of the general membership plus the current number of board of directors).

Each regular member in good standing whether Officer, Co-Officer, or Board Member shall have one vote in any matter brought up at any general meeting where a quorum is present.

Change current Section 5 to 6 and current Section 6 to 7.

ARTICLE V – Section 8

Duties of other offices:  These offices are to be appointed by the board of directors and are not elected positions.  The Board of Directors shall reappoint committee chairs annually at the February planning meeting.
Wolfgang Scherzer Dressage Clinics

                                                         At







Wolfgang resides and trains in Birmingham, AL but was born, raised and received his certification in Germany.  He trained and rode under the tutelage of many great trainers before coming to the US over twenty years ago.  Wolfgang has trained multiple horses to FEI levels including Grand Prix.  He and his wife Holly now ride and train in the Southeast primarily.    They both train with Conrad Schumacher annually (mainly on a clinic basis.)  

Wolfgang is a fun, positive trainer who works well with all levels of riders and horses.  He is patient with a beginner and yet can really help advanced rider/horse combinations too.   He won't push you beyond your comfort zone, but you will find yourself taking away something to work on for next time.  More than anything - he is fun and a good teacher.  

Wolfgang does a great job with younger horses, schoolmasters and also has helped many of us get ready for shows.   He has been coming for several years now to Hamilton Stables and his regular riders are doing really well at local shows and at regional championships.  

Rides are $125 for approximately 45 minute sessions.   Auditors are welcome at $15 per day.  Hamilton Stables, LLC  is located at 3955 Hoffman Rd, Wentzville, MO 63385

Remaining 2008 Clinic Dates

Aug 9-10

Sept 6-7

Oct 4-5

Nov 1-2

Dec 6-7

Please contact Julie Snitzer at 314.704.7441 or at JASnitzer@gmail.com

for more information

      SLADS Clinic with USDF Certified Trainer

Kate Fleming-Kuhn

When:
September 27 & 28, 2008

Where:
Royal Oaks Equestrian Center



1709 Hwy T, Foristell, MO

What:
Kate Fleming-Kuhn, USDF certified instructor through Fourth Level will be giving a clinic at Pam Davies’ Royal Oaks Equestrian Center from 8AM-5PM, Sat and Sun, 9/27 & 28

Cost:
$65 per ride for a 45 minute lesson


$25 per stall; stalls are limited.


$15 for auditors


Free for SLADS members and Royal Oak students

Selection:
Riders will be selected on a first come/first served basis.  Preference will be given to riders who want to ride both days.


If clinic doesn’t fill with SLADS members, it will then be open


to non-SLADS members.

Closing date:   Entries will close on August 15, 2008

There will be NO CONCESSIONS on the grounds, please bring your own refreshments.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Entry Form

Rider: ______________________________________ Level: ____________

Address: ______________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________   E-mail:_______________________

Please mail entries with check made out to SLADS for $65, with a current coggins to:







Judy Simms





12549 Hyfield 

DeSoto, MO 63020

Or contact Judy at:

636-586-5584 or jesimms@earthlink.net





Calendar of Events

August 9-10; September 6-7; October 4-5; November 1-2; December 6-7:

Wolfgang Scherzer Dressage Clinic at Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville,  MO.  www.HamiltonStables.net  Auditors welcome.  Stabling limited.  

Contact Julie Snitzer at 314-704-7441 or JASnitzer@gmail.com.
August 23 & 24:

Centerline Dressage Classic I & II, IL State Fairgrounds, Springfield, IL. 

Contact Jeanne Craver at 217-742-3415 or mowarda@aol.com.

September 5-7:  Gerhard Politz Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL.  Alice Martin, 217-546-9400
September 20:   Al Khamsa Fall Dressage, New Berlin, IL.   Jeanne Craver, 217-742-3415

September 21:   Janet Curtis Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL.  Alice Martin, 217-546-9400
September 27 & 28:    SLADS Clinic with Kate Fleming Kuhn, Foristell, MO. 

Contact Judy Simms at 636-586-5584.

October 11-12:   SLADS Fall Classic, NEC, Lake St. Louis, MO.  
Contact Sandi Lewis at Sandi@slads.org.

October 13-15:  Christian Carde Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL.  Alice Martin, 217-546-9400
October 31-Nov 2:   Lilo Fore Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL.  Alice Martin, 217-546-9400
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SLADS is a USDF Charter Group Member Organization.   SLADS membership fees include USDF Group Membership.





                      





Fantastic GMO Challenge 


The Kansas City Dressage Society has issued a challenge to the other GMOs in Region 4 to help support the two NAJYRC teams (one junior and one young rider).  KCDS will donate up to $1,400 toward the team expenses IF we can raise that much from the other GMOs in Region 4!  Since we at SLADS have a member on the Region 4 team (Amy Hacker), we really need to rise to the challenge issued by KCDS—what do you say guys?  Let’s Meet the Challenge!!











SLADS June, 2008 Show Championship Awards


			--------------------------------------------------------------





Training Level:   Champion – Jamie Kment on Zania    73.473%


                              Reserve – Verena Stock on Rorick     71.593%





First Level:         Champion – Samantha Kenik on Flavio    67.470%


                             Reserve – Trish Dalton on Prinz                66.959%





Second Level:     Champion – Nancy Kraus on Crown Royale   62.790%


                             Reserve – Anna Eklund on Geoffrey               60.609%





Third Level:       Champion – Sara Rosewall on Tarro          70.194%


                             Reserve – Judy Ethell on Rubin Raphael   62.842%





Fourth Level:     Champion – Marilyn Weber on Focus Shalimor +//    60.500%


                             Reserve – None





FEI:                     Champion – Natalie Hammond on Carolo 3    67.573%


                             Reserve – Salome Viljoen on Picasso              67.313%





Freestyle:            No one qualified for Champion/Reserve





Jr/Yr High Point Award:   Samantha Kenik with a 67.470% !!!!!!!


Samantha received a dressage pad with the SLADS Jr/YR logo which was graciously donated by Ron and Gail Pfleger.








  CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE WINNERS!!!!!!!





All SLADS recognized show results are posted on the SLADS website:  www.slads.org





The SLADS 2008 Year-End Award standings are now on the SLADS website under the Shows and Results tab and include the volunteer hours from the June shows. The SLADS Year-End Award criteria can be found online under the By Laws tab.   Each rider is responsible for reviewing their scores to ensure accuracy.  If you find a discrepancy, please e-mail awards_points@slads.org.    
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By-Laws Committee





The By-Laws committee met and wrote the following amendments to the current SLADS By-Laws.  The committee felt that an addition to Article IV, Section 3 was necessary.  Since the current By-Laws do not define a quorum for a membership meeting, the Roberts Rules of Order definition of 50% of the membership has been in place making it difficult, if not impossible, to have a quorum.  Therefore, the committee decided to create a quorum definition of 10% of the membership—excluding the board of directors.  As SLADS now has a membership of 130, a quorum would be 13 members plus the 9 board members.  It’s important that everyone understands the reason for excluding board members—if the 9 board members were included in the l0%, they would always hold the majority vote at a meeting.  By making sure we have at least 13 members plus the board at a meeting, there is a greater opportunity for the membership to have an equal or greater voice in voting matters.  The Amendments will be published again the September newsletter before a vote is taken.











  	                               HELP WANTED!





   The SLADS Fall Classic still has the following paid positions available


  ($100 per day/$200 total for the October show):





   Volunteer Coordinator  and  Head Scorer





   If interested, please contact Sandi Lewis at Sandi@slads.org








  SLADS Board of Directors				Committees:


  President:  Kate Walter 				Awards Liaison – Gail Pfleger 


  Vice President: Sandi Lewis			            Points Co-Chairs – Sally Waite/Trish Dalton


  Treasurer:  Ann Benson				Eventing Chair – Christina DeMauro


  Secretary:  Paula Sewell		                        Ribbons/Trophies Co-Chairs – Leslie Burket,


							  Gail Pfleger, and Kate Walter


  Board Members:					By-Laws Liaison – Judy Simms   


  Jill Bybee						Education Chair – Peg O’Meara 


  Michele Inman					Education Liaison – Jill Bybee 


  Lisa Marston						Membership Chair – Dawn White


  Gail Pfleger						Membership Liaison – Paula Sewell


  Judy Simms						








    We’re on the web!  Visit us at: www.slads.org





    View the latest news, items for sale, upcoming events, the bylaws, show results, the newsletters, 


    and now the SLADS Year-End Award Standings (look under the Shows and Results tab.)  


    SLADS Members eligible for year-end awards (i.e. have nominated their horse for dressage awards)


    are able to view their scores for all SLADS recognized shows in one document.  No more waiting 


    till year-end to validate your scores and to check your standings.





    Note:  See the SLADS Bylaws for Year-End Award Requirements.





Trish Dalton, Co-Editor


Judy Simms, Co-Editor


12549 Hyfield Road


DeSoto, MO  63020
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