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General Membership Meeting

 and Election

5/14/08

The first order of business was the election, which was held at the Old Pond School and began at 6:00 p.m.  Ballots were collected until approximately 6:30, after which no further voters appeared.  All ballots, including those sent by e-mail, U. S. mail, and those cast in person were counted by Acting President Judy Simms and verified by Secretary Paula Sewell.  The outcome was Mari Jebbens – 20 votes, and Kate Walter – 39 votes.  Acting president Judy Simms, chaired the remainder of the meeting, and Kate Walter will assume her duties of chairing the meetings beginning in June.

Judy Simms advised the membership that the presidential election spawned a flurry of membership renewals.  Our total membership is now 138.  In accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, a quorum must be present to vote on any matter.    Since those in attendance did not constitute a quorum, the remainder of the meeting was an information update on the progress of the June show.  Ms. Simms announced that SLADS must no longer be controlled by a small, but vocal, minority of members.

Vice President and Show Manager Sandi Lewis reported that Mari Jebbens had completed repairs on the SLADS trailer.  For the first time in our history, we have more 3rd Level entries than Intro.  Libby Abbott and Ann Benson have gotten new letters for the arenas because the old ones were peeling off the pylons.  Becky Hadfield volunteered to chair the committee to clean the pylons and apply the new letters.  Judges’ gifts have been purchased for $200.00, which is under budget.  The menu and wine options and suggestions were discussed for the competitor’s party.  The issue of getting shavings timely and accurately to the ordering party was discussed, as well as the possibility of convincing the NEC to allow horses on the premises earlier than noon on Thursday before the show.  

Lisa Marston, board liaison to the Junior/Young Rider committee, reported the Juniors/Young Riders would like a tack stall, to be designated “X”, for a meeting place.  They are planning to sell t-shirts that say “CU@X” on them, and also to have a chocolate fountain social at “X” on Friday night.  They are also making up goodie sacks to be put on all Junior/Young Rider stalls to welcome them to the show and invite them to the social. 

 Ann Benson, Treasurer and Volunteer Coordinator reported that we have more volunteers than usual for this show.  We are still in need of ring stewards and someone to make coffee and bring donuts to the barns in the morning.  

The session ended at approximately 7:50 p.m.     

SLADS Clinic with Kate Fleming-Kuhn

SLADS is hosting a clinic with USDF certified instructor, Kate Fleming-Kuhn on September 27 and 28, 2008.  The clinic will be held at Pam Davies’ Royal Oaks Equestrian Center, 1709 Hwy T, Foristell, MO.  Kate is certified with the USDF through 4th Level.  In addition to receiving her Bronze, Silver, and Gold USDF rider medals, Kate rode in the 1999 USEF FEI Junior Championships and earned a Silver medal.  In 2005 she was selected to participate in the Dressage Foundation Olympic Dream Program and spent ten days in Europe touring dressage training facilities.  In 2006 Kate trained her Dutch Warmblood, Phoenix to Horse of the Year with a media score of 72.766%.  Her most recent accomplishment is participation in the Brentina Cup in California.  Kate trains with her husband Martin at StarWest in New Berlin, Illinois. 
A Fabulous Weekend

with Steffen Peters

Well, watching Steffan Peters work with 8 very capable horses and riders each day at Freedom Hill Farm in Olathe, Kansas was a treat indeed.  The horses included a 5 year old stallion working on the 5 year old test, a 6 year old mare working on the 6 year old test and several other horses ranging from Second through I-1.  The quality of horses and riders was high.  Three of the 8 riders were Juniors.  All were able to respond to the requests of the clinician in a way that was obvious to the spectators.  The message from Steffan Peters was always clear, calm and in the very best interest of the horse.  To watch him ride several of the horses was an inspiration.    For a rider/trainer of his caliber there was no ego in evidence.  Just a desire to transfer knowledge in a kind, yet insistent, manner.  Rather than trying to rephrase, I’ll just quote some key phrases from the weekend.

For the warm up:

“A bad reaction is better than no reaction.”

“At the end of the day, we want him to use his muscle, not yours.”

“Ask, “Is he letting go (of the rein), or am I holding him there?”

“Find the frame where the horse can be supple, elastic and accessible to the rider.”

“Warm up should affect the brain as well as the muscles.”


In the work:

“Find a situation where you can explain what you want.”

“Cooperation, not submission.”

“Bring it to his attention what you want.  Make him understand what it is you want.  Be clear with your aids and expectations.”

“Get the job done in 2 strides-get out of the gray and into the black and white.”

“Make things uncomplicated.”

“You can’t punish spooking-be patient.  Try to keep the suppleness and work through it.”
“The movement is secondary, the suppleness is primary.”
“When you use an aid, ask for 100% so you can release 100%.”

“Raise your standards.  Every aid must get the correct response, or repeat and explain.”

“Make it better every day.  Don’t just do the movements.  Never sacrifice the suppleness as you ask for more of anything.”

Thank you Steffen Peters.  I’m inspired and trying to put all I learned into practice.

Peg O’Meara

Brier Bank Farm Spring Dressage Schooling Show

LEDA/SLADS Recognized

Saturday, August 9, 2008
CLOSING DATE: July 26, 2008


JUDGE: Gayla Sargent ‘L’ 
RIDE TIMES AVAILABLE: August 4, 2008 
MANAGERS: DAVID AND GAY ANDERSON 
PHONE: (618) 887-4439     E-MAIL: Info@brierbankfarm.com     WEB SITE: www.brierbankfarm.com 
(Prize list can also be downloaded from our web site) 

DRESSAGE CLASSES 
1. Introductory Level A (walk-trot) 5. Training Level 3 
2. Introductory Level B (walk-trot) 6. Training Level 4 
3. Training Level 1 7. First Level and above – Test of Choice * 
4. Training Level 2 8. Second Level and above -Test of Choice* 
*Please specify on entry. Rider may ride more than one test. Classes will be split if entries warrant. 
This show is designed to offer a low key-type setting. Bring your “greenies” and beginning riders. 
Place: Brier Bank Farm, 11656 Pocahontas Road, Marine, Illinois. 

Directions: From St. Louis, take either 270 or 55/70 into Illinois. Get on 70 East. Get off at exit 21 (Lebanon/Staunton Rt. 4). Turn left (north). Go to Rt. 143 (4-way stop with flashing red light) and turn right (east). At the 4-way stop in Marine turn left (north). At the north edge of town turn right (east) onto Pocahontas Road. Go 3.5 miles; Brier Bank Farm is on the right (south) with a white fence and sign. 

Attire: Informal (breeches, boots, hard hat). No braiding. 

Arenas: Outside sand arena (20 m. x 60 m.) Classes 1-6 may be ridden in small arena (20 m. x 40 m.)
            Indoor warm-up (80ft x 200ft) 

In case of inclement weather, show arena may be moved into indoor arena. 

Parking: Large fenced pasture; quiet with plenty of room. 

Stabling: 12ft x 12ft box stalls are $25.00. Call for availability. 

Awards: Ribbons through 6th place. 

Food: A full concession stand will be available. 

Fees: $20.00 per class. A full refund will be provided before closing date, minus a $20.00 office fee. 

No refunds on or after closing date. 
Entries received after closing date will be assessed a late fee of $20.00. 

Coggins: Mail copy of negative Coggins with entry. 
---------------------------------------------------Cut here------------------------------------------------------- 

	Classes Entered 
	Name of Horse 
	Rider 
	Owner 
	Fee 


Make as many copies of entry blanks as you need.   One horse/rider per entry blank. Stall fee: _____________ 

A $10.00 fee will apply for non LEDA members.   LEDA non-member fee: _____________ 

Make checks payable to Brier Farms Ltd.   Total fees: _____________ 

Address of Competitor: ____________________________________________________________
Telephone: __________________________ 

Special Requests: _________________________________________________________________________

Agreement to hold harmless: In consideration of acceptance of this entry, I agree to hold harmless any directors, officers, of members, as well as any owners, or agents of Brier Farms Ltd. from any claim of loss or accidental injury or death which may be alleged to have been caused directly or indirectly to myself, child, or horse. 

Signature of Rider______________________________   Owner’s Signature ________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature (if rider is under 21) ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Mail entries/fees to: David Anderson – Brier Bank Farm, 11656 Pocahontas Rd. Marine, IL 62061 
Wolfgang Scherzer Dressage Clinics

                                                         At
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Wolfgang resides and trains in Birmingham, AL but was born, raised and received his certification in Germany.  He trained and rode under the tutelage of many great trainers before coming to the US over twenty years ago.  Wolfgang has trained multiple horses to FEI levels including Grand Prix.  He and his wife Holly now ride and train in the Southeast primarily.    They both train with Conrad Schumacher annually (mainly on a clinic basis.)  

Wolfgang is a fun, positive trainer who works well with all levels of riders and horses.  He is patient with a beginner and yet can really help advanced rider/horse combinations too.   He won't push you beyond your comfort zone, but you will find yourself taking away something to work on for next time.  More than anything - he is fun and a good teacher.  

Wolfgang does a great job with younger horses, schoolmasters and also has helped many of us get ready for shows.   He has been coming for several years now to Hamilton Stables and his regular riders are doing really well at local shows and at regional championships.  

Rides are $125 for approximately 45 minute sessions.   Auditors are welcome at $15 per day.  Hamilton Stables, LLC  is located at 3955 Hoffman Rd, Wentzville, MO 63385

Remaining 2008 Clinic Dates

July 5-6

Aug 9-10

Sept 6-7

Oct 4-5

Nov 1-2

Dec 6-7

Please contact Julie Snitzer at 314.704.7441 or at JASnitzer@gmail.com

for more information

       SLADS Clinic with USDF Certified Trainer
Kate Fleming-Kuhn

When:
September 27 & 28, 2008

Where:
Royal Oaks Equestrian Center



1709 Hwy T, Foristell, MO

What:
Kate Fleming-Kuhn, USDF certified instructor through Fourth Level will be giving a clinic at Pam Davies’ Royal Oaks Equestrian Center from 8AM-5PM, Sat and Sun, 9/27 & 28

Cost:
$65 per ride for a 45 minute lesson


$25 per stall; stalls are limited.


$15 for auditors


Free for SLADS members and Royal Oak students

Selection:
Riders will be selected on a first come/first served basis.  Preference will be given to riders who want to ride both days.


If clinic doesn’t fill with SLADS members, it will then be open


to non-SLADS members.

Closing date:
Entries will close on August 15, 2008

There will be NO CONCESSIONS on the grounds, please bring your own 

refreshments.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Entry Form

Rider:______________________________________Level:_____________

Address:______________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________email:_______________________

Please mail entries with check made out to SLADS for $65, with a current Coggins to:


Judy Simms





12549 Hyfield 

DeSoto, MO 63020





636 586 5584 or jesimms@earthlink.net
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FOR SALE
NEVADO 12-yr-old Dutch Warmblood gelding, 17.1hh.  Imported from Holland in 2003, registered with USDF and USEF.  Schoolmaster shown extensively and competitively in NY and FLA.  Scored 72.5% at PSG.  He’s a true gentleman—the whole package.  Asking $35,000.  Call Alison LaCarruba for inquiries 660-839-9910.





President’s Message


  


By Kate Walter





Good day to all my fellow SLADS members!





Well it has been a month since I was voted President and I am writing to you today with a new awareness of all things related to our general membership organization…..most of all how taking on a greater role in SLADS would impact my life.





I guess you should know that my life was pretty lackluster before the election. I no longer had to worry about the tuition bills associated with two kids in college at the same time, buying a horse that was safe and sound or finding the “perfect man.” I had settled into a life of cooking for two, reading a book in the middle of the afternoon and waking up early only on days when I had a morning lesson at the barn. I felt like the luckiest person on the face of the earth when my first grandchild was born and I had the time to spend with him whenever I felt like driving to Chicago which has been quite frequently since he was born March 13th!





Then I was voted President of SLADS and the very next morning I found 44 SLADS related emails on my computer. I can no longer check my phone bill closely as I am afraid to see how many times I impose myself on fellow members. My poor husband now gets a wave as he leaves each morning because I am either typing away or conversing with a member. Life has changed dramatically in the Walter household……..for the better!





My life now includes new friends that are some of the most dedicated, dependable people I have ever worked with. I am amazed at the members who have been with this organization for years and still find the time to share their knowledge and time. I am astonished at the number of volunteers that stepped up to the plate to make our June 2008 show a huge success. Whether you were helping setting up the arenas in the heat and humidity, typing information late into the night, volunteering as a ring steward or a scribe, we could not have done it without you! I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for putting together an excellent show for the competitors and making my life so much more stimulating and rewarding! 





Warmly,


Kate
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Newsletter Advertising Rates:


Full page	$30


Half page	$18


Quarter page	$10


Business Card	$5


Ads must be prepaid to appear in the newsletter


















































Steffen Peter’s Clinic


By Peg O’Mear





Peg’s article goes here.
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    We’re on the web!  Visit us at: www.slads.org





    View the latest news, items for sale, upcoming events, the bylaws, show results, 


    the newsletters, and more.





    Coming soon:  SLADS Members eligible for year-end awards (i.e. have nominated 


    their horse for dressage awards) will be able to view their scores for all SLADS


    recognized shows in one document.  No more waiting til year-end to validate 


    your scores and to check your standings.





    Note:  See the SLADS Bylaws for Year-End Award Requirements.














July 5-6; August 9-10; September 6-7; October 4-5; November 1-2; December 6-7 - Wolfgang Scherzer Dressage Clinic at Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO  www.HamiltonStables.net, auditors welcome, stabling limited.  Contact Julie Snitzer at 


314-704-7441 or JASnitzer@gmail.com.


July 11-13 Gerhard Politz Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL  Alice Martin 217-546-9400


July 11-13 Mo. Dressage Classic, Columbia, MO.  Kim Krieckhaus, 573-442-8493


WillowPondsFarm@hotmail.com


July 17-19, Dressage clinic with Bereiter Rudolf Rostek of the Spanish Riding School, Greystone Equestrian Center, Hartsburg, MO.


August 23 & 24 Centerline Dressage Classic I & II, IL State Fairgrounds, Springfield, IL


Jeanne Craver, 217-742-3415 or mowarda@aol.com


September 5-7 Gerhard Politz Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL. Alice Martin 217-546-9400


September 20  Al Khamsa Fall Dressage, New Berlin, IL. Jeanne Craver, 217-742-3415.


September 21 Janet Curtis Clinic, StarWest,Springfield, IL.  Alice Martin, 217-546-9400


Septemer 27 & 28,  SLADS Clinic with Kate Fleming Kuhn and Martin Kuhn.  Contact


Judy Simms, 636-586-5584


October 11-12  SLADS Fall Classic, NEC, Lake St. Louis, MO.  Sandi Lewis, Sandi@SLADS.org


October 13-15 Christian Carde Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL. Alice Martin 217 546 9400


October 21-Nov 2,  Lilo Fore Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL. Alice Martin 217 546 9400
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Judith Simms


12549 Hyfield Road


DeSoto, MO  63020
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Michele Inman


USDF Silver Freestyle Bar


USDF Silver Medalist


USDF Bronze Medalist


FEI Trainer and Competitor


636-399-7045


Boarding-Training-Lessons-Clinics


www.biggsmountain.com





NOW SEEKING WORKING STUDENT


CALL FOR DETAILS
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