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PRESIDENT'S LETTER: 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Over the last few years I have been fortunate 
enough to spend my days as I wish.  Most are spent 
at the barn or in my garden, visiting with family and 
friends, enjoying a leisurely life. 
 
Prior to that, I worked in the not for profit sector of 
the of the St. Louis community.  My time in this 
field, more than 25 years, was divided between 
social service agencies, health related organizations 
and educational associations. There was a lot of 
pressure to raise money to help people with their 
heating bills, put food on their tables, find a cure 
for a deadly childhood disease, and integrate the 
arts into a school’s curriculum.   
 

The one constant over those years was a framed 
quote that I have always hung in the most 
prominent location of my office to remind me of 
why I chose this field.  Now that I have “retired”, 
this quote continues to remind me of the true 
definition of success.  I’d like to take this 
opportunity to share this quote with you as we take 
on all the pressures of show season! 
 
To laugh often , to win the affection of children, 

to earn the appreciation of honest critics and 

endure the betrayal of false friends, to 

appreciate beauty, to find the best in others, to 

leave the world a bit better, whether by a 

healthy child, a garden patch…..to know even 

one life has breathed easier because you have 

lived. This is to have succeeded!   Emerson 

 

Sincerely, 
Kate 
 

ATTENTION!      ATTENTION! 
 
This is a reminder that the USEF fee in the 

printed prize list for the  SLADS June shows 

was incorrect.  If you sent in $12, you will 

need to bring an additional $3 to the office to 

pay the USEF fee of $15.  We regret the 

inconvenience. 

 

Hi SLADS members  

(especially all the Jr/YRs!), 
 

My name is Spencer Marston, and I would 

love to represent all of the junior riders of 

SLADS and Region 4 on the USDF Youth 

Executive Board!  The USDF elections for the 

Youth Executive Board begin June 1st, and I 

am running to represent Region 4.  
 

I am a junior who has been involved with 

SLADS for the past eight years, and for the 

last couple of years, I've been working with 

the SLADS Jr/YR Committee. It has been very 

encouraging to see the increase in the number 

of Jr/YRs during this time! 
 

I would love to represent Region 4 and SLADS 

juniors on the national level!  If you are 

eligible to vote, you should have received a 

green postcard from USDF. If you have  

any questions, 

please feel free to  

contact me at: 

spencermckenzie1023 

@hotmail.com! 
 

Thank you so much 

for your support! 
 

Spencer Marston 

 
 



 

 

SLADS Spring Schooling Show 
 

On May 2, SLADS held the first schooling show of the year at the National Equestrian Center.  

There were 31 horses entered and the judge was Ken Borden from the Chicago area.  We moved into 

the NEC on Friday at 11AM and all the volunteers came in around noon to start setting up the arena, 

the office, tagging stalls, etc.  By the time the 2PM check-in time arrived, everything was set up for 

the exhibitors and they started coming in at about 2:15.  Show day on Saturday was fun, educational, 

uplifting.  Lots of folks who came to the show had not shown at SLADS events in the past and really 

liked both the atmosphere and the educational opportunities.  Ken Borden, the judge, was a big hit 

and offered something positive to every rider.  All the volunteers worked hard and were extremely 

helpful to the exhibitors and we would like to thank every one of you—volunteers and exhibitors for 

making this first show of the season a success!   Liz Drew has sent us an article with her impressions 

of the show and one of the junior riders, Mitchell Kirby, has also written a short piece expressing his 

feelings about the show. 
 

Liz Drew 
 

     I always look forward to the first show 

of the year.  Seeing all my friends after the 

long winter, catching up on who is riding 

what, finding out what's going on with 

everyone, watching the progress that has 

been made since last year........but one of 

the first things I noticed this time was the 

number of smiling, slightly nervous, NEW 

faces - which really put the icing on the 

cake for me.  I firmly believe that SLADS 

has an obligation to promote "grass roots" 

involvement in dressage and this show was 

a wonderful example of that.  
  

     Ken Borden did an amazing job in the 

"Fix-a-Tests" and somehow managed to 

give each rider a bit of help without 

offending or upsetting anyone (not an easy 

task with so many beginners riding from so 

many barns).  The comments on the tests 

were things that every rider could 

understand and take home to work with.   
 

      As usual, all of my favorite people 

were there volunteering and were so 

cheerful, even at the end of a long day.  I 

know my students learned a lot and had a 

great time.  Introducing our club to people 

in such a welcoming, friendly way is what 

we strive for - mission accomplished! 

 

Mitchell Kirby 
 

Having never attended a SLADS event, 

I didn’t know what to expect.  I was 

very impressed with how well run it 

was. Setting up the arena wasn’t as hard 

as I thought it would be.  It was really 

fun and took only about an hour. That 

left plenty of time to visit before my 

horse arrived.  ( Anyone who knows me, 
knows how I like to visit!) 
 

 I had never done a “Fix-a-test” before.  

The judge was very thorough and very 

informative.  By following his advice, 

my score improved. All in all, everyone 

was very friendly and helpful.  I would 

highly recommend attending a 

schooling show if you have never been 

to one. 
 

SAVE THIS DATE!!! 
 

SLADS is having another schooling 
show on September 19 at Blue Heron 
Farm (the old Bridlespur).  Put this on 
your  Calendar and come out for a 
really great fun/learning experience!  
Watch for more information in 
upcoming newsletters and on the 
SLADS website, www.slads.org. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Proposed Changes to the SLADS By-Laws 
 

The By-Laws Committee presented two changes to the board of directors at the May 11 meeting.  These 

changes are proposed to help streamline the board as well as make the board more cohesive.  Below are the 

proposed changes.  If you have comments regarding these changes, please send them to Judy@SLADS so 

that the committee can discuss your input. 

 

AArrttiiccllee  IIIIII  
  
SSeeccttiioonn  77  
PPaarraaggrraapphh  oonnee——RReeppllaaccee  ccuurrrreenntt  ““RReettiirriinngg  OOffffiicceerr((ss))……..””  WWiitthh  ““RReettiirriinngg  PPrreessiiddeenntt……..””  
 
In most organizations, the retiring president may retain the position of Immediate Past President for the year 

following the end of his elected term.  Allowing all of the officers to stay on the board for a third year could 

bring the number of board members to 11 and make the quorum for membership greater.  In addition, the 

By-Laws do not allow for a board of over 9 people. 

 

PPaarraaggrraapphh  ttwwoo——RReeppllaaccee  ““DDiirreeccttoorrss  aatt  LLaarrggee……tteerrmm  ooff  ooffffiiccee  iiss  oonnee  ccaalleennddaarr  yyeeaarr……..””  wwiitthh  ““DDiirreeccttoorrss  
aatt  LLaarrggee……tteerrmm  ooff  ooffffiiccee  iiss  ttwwoo  ccaalleennddaarr  yyeeaarrss..””  
 
The reason for this change is that it is very difficult for new directors to learn the ropes and be effective in a 

few months.  Having Directors at Large hold the same term as the officers makes for a stronger team and 

makes the board more cohesive.  The term for Directors at Large would be staggered just as the officers are 

currently. 

 

 

 

Hey everybody—have some ideas for SLADS 

clinics, seminars, etc.?  Let us know what kind 

of things you would like to participate in this 

year.  Do you have a favorite topic or person 

you would like to see/hear at a clinic or 

seminar?  Give us your thoughts—email Pam 

Davies, the Education Committee liaison at 

pdavies2006@aol.com. 



 

 

 

St .  Lou is  Area  Dressage  Soc i e t y   
Membersh ip  Meet ing  

Apr i l  13 ,  2009  
 

Kate Walter began the meeting at 7:00 pm.  Those present were Kate Walter, Judy Simms, Ann Benson, Sandi 
Lewis, Trish Dalton, Sally Waite, Pam Davies, Mari Jebens, Peg O’Meara, Christina DeMauro, Lisa Marston, Lori 
Kirby, Mitchell Kirby, Elizabeth Hale-Garland, Marketa Matthews, and Glen Walter.  The members each introduced 
themselves.   
 

Approval of March, 2009 Meeting Minutes-Sally Waite had one correction.  Second sentence. The committee will 
create a procedure for establishing a new special recognition award.  Motion to approve Revised by Ann. Trish 
second.  Motion passed 
 

Financial Report-Ann Benson, Treasurer passed out the financial reports.  Insurance certificates were mailed out 
on Friday, April 10, 2009.  A decision was made to have Quarterly income/expense reports presented at the April, 
July, October and January membership meetings and to continue to furnish balance sheets at the monthly 
membership meetings.  
 

Committee Reports 
 

Show Committee 

Judy Simms gave a report.  Judy Simms sent sponsorship letters out and to date almost $300 of sponsorship 

money has been received.  The goal is to raise enough so we can keep our costs down.  Judy Simms asked to 

have each one of the board members send a letter to their personal contacts.   
 

Volunteer Committee 

Ann Benson reported that two people are interested in being on the committee.  Ann Benson will send an email out 

in the next week for volunteers. 
 

Awards Committee 

Sally Waite reported on this committee.  The committee will create a procedure for establishing a new special 

recognition award.  The Schooling show prizes will be bedding plants and note pads.  The First place award for the 

June show will be glasses.  Sally Waite presented a revised edition of the awards program to put on the website.   

Sally Waite made a motion that the awards program discontinues the qualified rider and eventing awards.  Pam 

Davies seconds the motion.  A discussion was held. Sally Waite amended the motion into two motions.  The first 

motion to discontinue qualified rider and the second motion to discontinue eventing awards. Glen second this 

motion.  All were in favor.  Sally Waite made a motion to present to the membership to discontinue the qualified 

rider award because they are redundant to USDF rider performance awards.  Mari Jebens second the motion.  A 

vote was held 8 in favor 5 opposed.  Motion Passed.  Sally Waite made a motion to present to the membership to 

discontinue the eventing awards. Elizabeth Hale-Garland second.  A vote was held 7 in favor 6 opposed motion 

passed.  
 

Young Riders Committee 

Christina DeMauro and her mom put together the prize list for the June show.  Everyone gave a big Thank You! 

Christina mentioned that the mailing list was seriously outdated and needed to be cleaned up as many members 

had multiple labels. It was also recommended that we expand the list to include many regional GMOs. 
 

Marketing/Membership Committee 

Kate Walter reported that there is a meeting planned for Thursday, April 16, 2009.  Kate Walter posed the question: 

What do we feel is the best way to receive communications from SLADS? A discussion was held and ideas were 

given. 
 

Education Committee 

Pam Davies is the chair of this committee and will be setting up a meeting.  The Schooling show May 2 still needs a 

couple more volunteers.  To date there are 15 entries.  We need 25 for a full show. 
 

By-Laws Committee 

Have not met yet 

 



 

June 2009 Show Report 
 

Sandi Lewis discussed the June, 2009 show.  It was decided that Sally Waite purchase the gifts for the judges/TD.  
Kate Walter will make the arrangements for the food at the exhibitor’s party.  Sandi Lewis said we need volunteers.  
Ann Benson will send an email out in the next week for volunteers. 
 

New Business  
Lisa Marston brought up that Spencer Marston is running for the youth executive board position on USDF.  Kate 
Walter will talk to Sarah Patrick concerning Spencer running. 
 

Christina DeMauro brought up volunteer hours at the Queeny Park Dressage show.  In the past, if a SLADS 
member volunteered at this show, the hours counted for the SLADS year end awards.  Christina DeMauro will 
email Kate Walter concerning the process. 
 

Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn was made by Judy Simms and second by Christina DeMauro. Motion passed 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 

Respectively submitted: 
Sandi Lewis 
SLADS Secretary 

 

NNeexxtt  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg::  MMoonnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  1155tthh  aatt  77::0000  pp..mm..  
  

aatt  tthhee  OOlldd  PPoonndd  SScchhooooll  iinn  WWiillddwwoooodd,,  MMOO  
  

Anyone wanting to hold their committee meeting before the General 
Meeting may do so from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
 

   
  Calling all creative thinkers!    The SLADS Annual Awards Banquet   
  has been renamed to:  SLADS SLADS SLADS SLADS Year EndYear EndYear EndYear End Celebrat Celebrat Celebrat Celebrationionionion.   
 
While we have many active members, not everyone shows, so attendance at the banquet is 
sometimes quite low.  So, rather than center the event around the year end awards, we'd like 
to make the event a fun get together that happens to include handing out the year end 
awards.  Some ideas are:  silent auction, dessert auction to benefit a charity (like Therapeutic 
Horsemanship), dancing (DJ or band), trivia contest, guest speaker…….what are your ideas?   
Also, any location ideas?   Please send your suggestions to Sally Waite at Sally@SLADS,org.   
 

 
 

Great news for dressage in the state of Missouri! 

 
SLADS would like to congratulate Nicole Bellah of Lee Summit, Missouri and Mellissa Allen of 

Holden, Missouri  who passed the testing for the USDF Instructor Certification program for Third 

through Fourth Level held March 27-29 in Kansas City, MO! 

 

The USDF Instructor Certification program is designed to set a standard of excellence in dressage 

training and instruction in the United States and to educate dressage riders, instructors, and aspiring 

instructors.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trish Dalton, Co-Editor 
Judy Simms, Co-Editor 
12549 Hyfield Road 
DeSoto, MO  63020 
 

 

               

                       Calendar of Events 
 

June 5-7:  SLADS Dressage Classic I and II at the NEC.  Contact Sandi Lewis, Sandi@SLADS.org 
 

June 20: Al Khamsa Dressage, Star West, New Berlin, IL.  Alice Martin, alice.martin@mac.com 
 

June 20-21:  Kathy Eidam Clinic, Tinker's Ridge.  Contact Peg O'Meara at Tinker52@aol.com 
 

June 21: Maryal Barnett (S) clinic, Star West, New Berlin, IL.  Alice Martin, alice.martin@mac.com 
 

June 24-28: CDCTA Adult Dressage Camp, Fulton, MO.  Holly Rice, Holly@greyhorsecomm@aol.com 
 
July 18-19, August 15-16:  Kathy Eidam Clinics, Tinker's Ridge.  Contact Peg at Tinker52@aol.com 
 

August 29-30:   CLD Classic II, Springfield, IL. Contact Jeanne Craver, mowarda@aol.com. 
 
September 19:  SLADS Schooling Show, Blue Heron Farm (the old Bridlespur) 
 
September 19:  Al Khamsa Fall Dressage, New Berlin, IL.  Contact Jeanne Craver, mowarda@aol.com. 
 

October 10-11, SLADS Fall Classic, NEC.  Contact Sandi Lewis, cslewis@hughes.net. 
 

    Save a tree….opt to receive your SLADS newsletter via e-mail. 
To switch from paper to e-mail, send an e-mail to Trish@SLADS.org 

 


