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With closed transactions  ranging   from $5.4 million to  $70,750…   “No deal   is too big or too  small  -   It’ll be a breeze with  Louise!”    
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SLADS Clinic with USDF Certified Trainer

       Kate Fleming-Kuhn

When:
September 27 & 28, 2008

Where:
Royal Oaks Equestrian Center



1709 Hwy T, Foristell, MO

What:
Kate Fleming-Kuhn, USDF certified instructor through Fourth Level will be giving a clinic at Pam Davies’ Royal Oaks Equestrian Center from 8AM-5PM, Sat and Sun, 9/27 & 28

Cost:
$65 per ride for a 45 minute lesson


$25 per stall; stalls are limited.


$15 for auditors


Free for SLADS members and Royal Oak students

Selection:
Riders will be selected on a first come/first served basis.  Preference will be given to riders who want to ride both days.


If clinic doesn’t fill with SLADS members, it will then be open


to non-SLADS members.

Closing date:   Entries will close on August 15, 2008

There will be NO CONCESSIONS on the grounds, please bring your own 
refreshments.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

         Entry Form

Rider: ______________________________________ Level: ____________

Address: ______________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________   E-mail:_______________________

Please mail entries with check made out to SLADS for $65, with a current coggins to:


Judy Simms





12549 Hyfield 

DeSoto, MO 63020

Or contact Judy at:

636-586-5584 or jesimms@earthlink.net

 Wolfgang Scherzer Dressage Clinics

                                                 At






Wolfgang resides and trains in Birmingham, AL but was born, raised and received his certification in Germany.  He trained and rode under the tutelage of many great trainers before coming to the US over twenty years ago.  Wolfgang has trained multiple horses to FEI levels including Grand Prix.  He and his wife Holly now ride and train in the Southeast primarily.    They both train with Conrad Schumacher annually (mainly on a clinic basis.)  

Wolfgang is a fun, positive trainer who works well with all levels of riders and horses.  He is patient with a beginner and yet can really help advanced rider/horse combinations too.   He won't push you beyond your comfort zone, but you will find yourself taking away something to work on for next time.  More than anything - he is fun and a good teacher.  

Wolfgang does a great job with younger horses, schoolmasters and also has helped many of us get ready for shows.   He has been coming for several years now to Hamilton Stables and his regular riders are doing really well at local shows and at regional championships.  

Rides are $125 for approximately 45 minute sessions.   Auditors are welcome at $15 per day.  Hamilton Stables, LLC  is located at 3955 Hoffman Rd, Wentzville, MO 63385
    Remaining 2008 Clinic Dates
Sept 6-7

Oct 4-5

Nov 1-2

Dec 6-7

            Please contact Julie Snitzer at 314.704.7441 or
            at JASnitzer@gmail.com for more information
An Unforgettable Clinic Experience    by Diane Toeniskoetter

Well, it finally happened. All of my anticipation and angst was going to be satisfied. And as we packed the trailer, washed the horses, and gassed up the truck, I had to wonder if it was all going to sink in that I was really going to ride for what I considered the pinnacle of a horseman. The holy grail so to speak of my passion for horses and dressage: a current Bereiter of the Spanish Riding School. And as we headed down the highway, my friend Kim and I stopped wondering if it would ever happen and began our journey towards an experience that we would truly never forget.

It began with an innocent email that I usually just skim and delete. A notice from Dressage Unlimited that the tour of the Spanish Riding School was cancelled but in it’s place, the gracious offer of a few of the riders, including the chief rider, to come to the U.S. for clinics at select locations. Just as I have done in the past, I scanned the names of the cities fully expecting them all to be on the far east and west coast, leaving the Midwest riders, as usual, to fend for themselves. In my amazement though there on the list was Missouri, of all places. My state! I quickly Googled the location still thinking that with the price of gas, this could still be a deterrent,  but found it to be less than 2 hours drive from the barn. My fingers couldn’t type fast enough to email my friend and fellow classical enthusiast Kim, to see if she could swing the hefty lesson fee, hotel and travel expense. We both agreed that this opportunity couldn’t be passed up and really any expense would be worth the experience. Our checks were in the mail the next day.

The months passed slowly at first but by the time July 4th came around, we both couldn’t believe that in a few days, we would be instructed by someone privy to the words and wisdom of the art of classical dressage and training that has persisted for more than 400 years. Me on my self-trained third level gelding with all of his foibles and Kim on her 13yo Trakehner cross just perfecting the basics of straightness and contact. Our confidence to perform up the standards that Bereiter Rostek was used to was waning as the date drew closer, but we decided this opportunity to learn was much more important than any feeling of vanity or embarrassment. We were going no matter what!

We arrived at the clinic location way later than planned. It was dark when we saddled up our two horses to exercise them in the arena and Fresco, my gelding, didn’t take kindly to the new surroundings. Flynn, Kim’s partner, settled down quite nicely after 20 minutes on the lunge and gave her a relaxing ride around the arena. I was on Fresco for quite a bit longer than she, trying to calm Fresco’s nerves and coax him out of his passage trot and tense collected canter. After getting somewhat of an attentive canter circle, I decided to call it a night and hope for the best in the light of the first day of lessons in the morning. We headed for the hotel and a good night’s sleep. 

The lessons started at 7am and ended at 12:30pm. This greatly accommodated the riders and horses by bypassing the hottest part of the day fully expected by the organizers for a clinic in July in MO.  It didn’t surprise anyone that even at 7 am, the sun was hot and the humidity was fierce depositing heavy dew on the grass every morning. Kim had her rides on all three days at 7:30 and mine were at 10:30 with enough time in between the rides to allow for us to tape each other’s ride and sufficiently take care of the horses. I can’t say enough about Susi Gordon, the clinic organizer, and Sharon Rose, the manager of the hosting farm Greystone Equestrian Center, (http://www.greystoneequestrian.net/index.html) for their tireless help and coordination of the Rostek clinic. It more than made our stay a positive one.

It didn’t take long to feel and believe the essence of the training that Bereiter Rostek conveyed. Forward, communication with the fingers, forward, lightness of the leg aids, forward, response to the forward aids, forward, forward, forward. Overall, the horses ridden in the clinic needed more respect to the leg, better response to the request for activity, and the rider needed more communication with the fingers on the reins. This was a common thread and Kim and I were not immune. Flynn has always been slow to respond to the forward aids but after 15 min of tutelage, he was stepping through with a longer stride. Even through the small viewer of the camera, he looked large and surely living up to his size and Trakehner breeding.  Nervous and apprehensive, Kim settled down quickly with no choice but to grin and bear it. All the lessons went full tilt for the complete 30 min with little walk breaks and barely any time to catch a quick breather. The improved communication that Kim established with her fingers and hands also greatly improved Flynn’s ability and connection to the bit. His curling response to contact never reared its ugly head. All in all, the improvement in movement and connection in Flynn was evidence of a successful clinic for Kim.

Fresco and I had a similar experience except for the fact that instead of a lack of response to my forward aids, Fresco’s response had to be quicker and my aids quicker as well. There was some residual tension in our first lesson  from the night before and the “scary noises”, but after 10 min of tutelage from Bereiter Rostek, Fresco settled down into a nice forward trot with little to think about other than responding to my leg and my request for suppleness to my fingers. The instruction from Rudi to communicate more frequently with my fingers was relentless not only to me but expressed to every rider. It was made very clear that this “discussion” was essential to convey the requests of the rider in all movements, even at the halt. This suppleness allowed the hind leg to be active and the back to be up and responsive. “This is part of how we talk to our horses” Rudi explained, “keeping the line of communication open for constant conversations”. He instructed me to change my aids to minimize their strength and therefore make them quicker with less intensity. Fresco appreciated this and responded by offering less tension and spookiness.  By the 3rd lesson, we tried a few single changes and collected canter, resulting with a summation of skills for me to work on and insights as to where I needed to focus my attention. 

Overall, Rudi Rostek was gracious, kind, and truly a horse loving instructor. His dedication to the classical principals was undeniably infectious and the results in our horses proved it. My experience was everything I expected and nothing that I expected. Everything in that the instruction was impeccable and steadfast in the classical principles. Nothing in that Rudi Rostek wasn’t intimidating, harsh, or unapproachable but a person-- sensitive, kind and understanding of all of our “common” flaws and struggles. It was an experience to remember and one I hope to repeat in the near future with plans to bring him back on a regular basis. I can’t wait!

.









    We’re on the web!  Visit us at: www.slads.org





    View the latest news, items for sale, upcoming events, the bylaws, show results, the newsletters, and now the


    SLADS Year-End Award Standings!!!





General Membership Meeting  


6/11/08





The meeting was called to order at 6:10 p.m. by President Kate Walter at the Old Pond School in Wildwood.  A quorum of board members was present, but not of general members.  Due to lack of a quorum of members, it was announced that the meeting would constitute a board meeting with members participating, but not voting.
































Agenda Item 3:  Treasurer’s Report





Discussion:  Ann Benson presented the treasurer’s report.  Kate Walter and Ann Benson are working on revising the chart of accounts and will report accurate and complete financial results of the June show at the next meeting.  Reports will be broken down into more detail.  Jill Bybee questioned the non-show expenses and the awards expenses on page 2 of 4 of the report.  She was advised that the expenses reflected engraving costs on silver platters.  Other costs in question were a reimbursement to Dawn White for awards from last year, which was a correction of a mistake in the awards, as well as printing the prize list and mileage for the awards committee. 





Motion:  Paula Sewell – form an ad hoc committee to develop a mileage reimbursement policy    


Second:  Judy Simms


Discussion: The discussion focused on reimbursement policies, and it was suggested that perhaps it would be better to form a committee to look into all expenses people are submitting and determine what our reimbursement policy will be for everything, not just mileage.  Leslie Burkett advised that most volunteer organization don’t reimburse for mileage because volunteers can be credited for mileage expenses on their income tax.


Vote:  Motion failed unanimously.





Motion:  Michele Inman – For a committee to develop a general reimbursement policy.


Second:  Judy Simms


Vote:  Motion carried, unanimously





Discussion:  Jill Bybee had more questions regarding printing and award line items and how interest is credited.  Ann Benson explained that one is show expense and the other isn’t.  Interest is posted quarterly.


Motion:  Paula Sewell – Set up reimbursement policy committee tonight.


Second:  Judy Simms


Discussion:  Kate would prefer to form a search committee instead of making appointments tonight.


Vote:  Ayes – 1  Nays – 8  Motion failed





Motion:  President will form a search committee


Second:  Gail Pfleger


Vote:  Motion carried unanimously








Agenda Item 1:  Approval of the Agenda





Motion:  Sandi Lewis


Second:  Ann Benson


Discussion:  None


Vote: Motion carried unanimously











SLADS is a USDF Charter Group Member Organization.       SLADS membership fees include USDF Group Membership.
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Dear SLADS Members,


�
It has been a very busy and hugely successful summer for SLADS.  It is my pleasure to report to you just a few developments and to thank the Board of Directors and Committee members for their commitment, time and energy in making the below possible. 





For the first time in a long time, our June show posted a profit.  More than $5,000!!!





We now have corporate status with the state of Missouri. Something we have not had since 1999.





All outstanding reports have been filed with USDF.








Thanks to a major influx of new members, we are now the third largest USDF GMO in Region Four with 130 members.





Our Awards Committee has worked hard to develop new methods of tabulating all scores in an effort to make sure our Year End Awards are accurate. Also all points earned are posted on our web site as soon as they are calculated. 





The Board of Directors passed a motion presented by the By-Laws Committee to reduce the quorum requirement of the general membership to 10%. This means that only 13 members need to be present at our General Membership meetings to vote on any/all motions presented.





The Junior/Young Rider Committee gathered together to offer a meeting place for all young riders at our June show. This group of dedicated young riders also collated, folded, labeled and stamped the premium book for our October show enabling us to get the job done in record time!








The Education Committee has worked hard on giving our membership the opportunity �
      to take advantage of Kate Fleming-Kuhn �
      clinic to be held at Royal Oaks Equestrian on  


      September 27 and 28.  They are also working on


      an event to take place in 2009 that will be the  


      most exciting dressage event ever to be held by


      SLADS and to occur in the Midwest.





The Judges Committee has established new hiring practices and criteria and is looking forward to presenting their suggestions to the board at an upcoming meeting.


It is with great regret that I inform you that Jill Bybee has resigned from the SLADS Board. I know that you will join me in thanking Jill for her time and talent and wish her the very best in all of her future endeavors.





Sincerely,





Kate





�





Region IV Jr/YR Team, Team Silver !!  Congratulations Amy!!








�





Agenda Item 2:  Approval of Minutes





Discussion:  A change was made to reflect the correct person who helped purchase pylons.


Motion:  Judy Simms – to accept the minutes as corrected


Second:  Ann Benson


Vote:  Motion carried unanimously








Trish Dalton, Co-Editor


Judy Simms, Co-Editor


12549 Hyfield Road


DeSoto, MO  63020
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COMMITTEE REPORTS





The Awards committee has been meeting regularly working to update the SLADS Year Ed Awards Programs.  The newest change from the committee is a change in the names of the awards categories.  To make the categories more current, the names have been changed to:  Silver—riders 21 and under; Gold—riders 22-39; Platinum—riders 40 and above; and Professional.  The membership forms completed by members annually will be changed to reflect these changes.  A sigh of relief was heard in the room for all of us in the “Jack Benny” and “George Burns” categories!!!  





Judges Criteria committee continues to meet and brought an updated proposal to the board.  They are finalizing their proposal and will present it at the September meeting.





Bylaws committee is currently working on updating the officers’ roles.  The amendments presented and approved at the July meeting appear again in this issue.  They will be voted on by the membership in the September issue.








Education committee reminds everyone of the SLADS clinic to be held at Royal Oaks Equestrian Center on September 27 & 28 featuring USDF Certified Instructor, Katherine Fleming-Kuhn.  The entry form for the clinic is in this newsletter.  The committee is also working on plans for a schooling show in early 2009.





Young Rider committee reported on the work done on the October premium book by the young riders.  They met and labeled, sealed and mailed the premium book thereby saving the club the cost of having this done by the printer.  They are also working on plans for their space on the SLADS website.





June Show Report the June show results are discussed in this newsletter in the minutes of the July minutes.  Over all the show was a resounding success with judges, TD, exhibitors and volunteers complimentary about the way the show was run.  The show’s success can also be measured by the profit made, a net profit of $5,900.  Thank you to everyone who had a part in the show—hope to see you in October!





Agenda Item 4:  Show Report


The preliminary show report was given by Sandi Lewis.  A more complete report will follow.





We had 116 horses at the show, with positive comments from both judges and competitors.  Sandi read a thank you note from Fran Dearing to Sandi and other volunteers.  There was discussion of having the high point awards given out at the show instead of mailing them after the fact.  Sandi can do this, but will need help from the awards committee to determine who gets what at the show – not enough helpers as it stands.  Sandi had several ribbons to be mailed to the winners, and others were to be taken to the recipients by members in attendance at the meeting.  Concerns were expressed that we’ve been out-pricing some of the lower level riders.  Sandi has some ideas about how to cut costs.  She will present them at the next meeting.  For the October show, we have the judges and secretary hired; the vet, farrier, and TD have been secured.  The volunteer coordinator, footing coordinator, first aid and head scorer positions will be listed on the website with the amount of salary for the show to recruit people for October.  Dawn White will print the show bill, but a volunteer is needed to fold, seal and affix mailing labels.  Lisa Marston volunteered to have the juniors do it. 





 Agenda Item 5:  Committee Reports.





Awards – Jill Bybee reported she obtained 10 mugs from Maura at the Tack Trunk for awards for October.  These were donated.





Education – Peg O’Meara reported that their next meeting will be at the St. Louis Bread Company.  They have developed a volunteer training manual.  The manual was e-mailed to volunteers and hard copies were made for the June show.  Manuals were included in ring steward packets.  Pam Davies will be hosting a Kate and Martin Fleming Kuhn clinic at Royal Oaks Farm on 9/27 and 9/28.  Gerri Muldrow and Pat MacNamara won the drawing for a clinic scholarship; from the volunteer rewards program in 2007.  


Motion:  Gail Pfleger – Review the volunteer rewards program.


Second:  Sandi Lewis


Discussion:  People receiving payment for services shouldn’t be included in the drawing.


Vote:  7 ayes, 0 nays  Motion carried.





Michele Inman and Jill Bybee left the meeting.





The education committee will conduct and present a feasibility study at the next meeting for hosting a Debbie McDonald Clinic in 2009.   





Motion:  Judy Simms - Approve the Kuhn Clinic at Pam Davies farm


Second:  Gail Pfleger


Vote:  Motion carried, unanimously





Bylaws – This committee hasn’t met yet





Awards – How much should be spent on gifts for 1st place winners?  $5.00 or less has been customary.





Motion:  Gail Pfleger – Give remaining towels to members as incentives to attend meetings.  


Second:  Sandi Lewis


Vote:  Motion carried, unanimously. 


Guidelines are needed for championship ribbons, and series versus show championships.  Awards committee will revisit the policies on awards for next year.





Junior/Young Rider Committee – Lisa Marston reported that the Friday gathering and CU@X was a success, with local kids making friends with others from Nebraska and Kansas City.  Our kids did a good job inviting others to participate.  They want to do a clinic for kids to kids.  The participation in the games was less than they had hoped.  23 Jrs. were in the show, and a few others were there and involved but not riding.








Judges Committee -  Libby Abbott reported that the committee met in April.  They are formulating recommendations and guidelines for the hiring process for judges.    





Old business/announcements – Judy Simms is the new newsletter editor.  Marvin Harwood and Bill Patterson have passed away.  Teddy O’Connor was euthanized.  Ann Benson informed us that Queeny Park Equestrian Events has asked SLADS to honor the volunteer hours earned at the dressage phase of their show.  This topic will be on the agenda for the next meeting.





The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.





Calendar of Events





September 5-7, October 3-5, November 7-9, December 12-14, Canadian Olympic champion 


Ed Rothkranz clinics at Brier Bank Farm, Marine, ILL. Contact Gay Anderson, 618-887-4439; Gay@brierbankfarm.com


September 6-7; October 4-5; November 1-2; December 6-7:


Wolfgang Scherzer Dressage Clinic at Hamilton Stables, 3955 Hoffman Rd. Wentzville, MO.  www.HamiltonStables.net  Auditors welcome.  Stabling limited.  


Contact Julie Snitzer at 314-704-7441 or JASnitzer@gmail.com.


September 5-7:  Gerhard Politz Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL.  Alice Martin, 217-546-9400


September 20:   Al Khamsa Fall Dressage, New Berlin, IL.   Jeanne Craver, 217-742-3415


September 21:   Janet Curtis Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL.  Alice Martin, 217-546-9400


September 27 & 28:    SLADS Clinic with Kate Fleming Kuhn, Foristell, MO. Contact Judy Simms at 636-586-5584.


October 11-12:   SLADS Fall Classic, NEC, Lake St. Louis, MO.  Contact Sandi Lewis at Sandi@slads.org.


October 13-15:  Christian Carde Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL.  Contact Alice Martin, 


at 217-546-9400


October 31-Nov 2:   Lilo Fore Clinic, StarWest, Springfield, IL.  Alice Martin, 217-546-9400








By-Laws Committee





The By-Laws committee met and wrote the following amendments to the current SLADS By-Laws.  The committee felt that an addition to Article IV, Section 3 was necessary.  Since the current By-Laws do not define a quorum for a membership meeting, the Roberts Rules of Order definition of 50% of the membership has been in place making it difficult, if not impossible, to have a quorum.  Therefore, the committee decided to create a quorum definition of 10% of the membership—excluding the board of directors.  As SLADS now has a membership of 130, a quorum would be 13 members plus the 9 board members.  It’s important that everyone understands the reason for excluding board members—if the 9 board members were included in the l0%, they would always hold the majority vote at a meeting.  By making sure we have at least 13 members plus the board at a meeting, there is a greater opportunity for the membership to have an equal or greater voice in voting matters.  The Amendments were approved at the July board meeting and will be published again the October newsletter with a ballot for members to vote on the Amendments.





Amendments to SLADS By-Laws





ARTICLE IV  Section 3


Remove paragraph pertaining to General Membership Meetings.  Move this paragraph to New Section 5.





Section 5


General Membership Meetings:  At a general membership meeting, a quorum of the membership must be present.  A quorum of the membership shall be defined as ten percent (10%) of the current voting members, in addition to the Board of Directors (10% of the general membership plus the current number of board of directors).





Each regular member in good standing whether Officer, Co-Officer, or Board Member shall have one vote in any matter brought up at any general meeting where a quorum is present.





Change current Section 5 to 6 and current Section 6 to 7.





ARTICLE V – Section 8





Duties of other offices:  These offices are to be appointed by the board of directors and are not elected positions.  The Board of Directors shall reappoint committee chairs annually at the February planning meeting.





�





Specializing in


horse properties!


		          			   


				       Louise Shapleigh


       		        REALTOR-Associate





Prudential Alliance, REALTORS				         Ldshap@earthlink.net


1588 S. Lindbergh Blvd., #210, Ladue, MO 63131			           www.LouiseShapleigh.com





314-997-7600, 314-852-9223
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SLADS Board of Directors			Board Members:


President:  Kate Walter			Michele Inman


Vice President: Sandi Lewis			Lisa Marston	


Treasurer:  Ann Benson			Gail Pfleger


Secretary:  Paula Sewell			Judy Simms








